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                         10th December 2020 
                          

 
Dear Keith,  
 
Thank you for your letter of 1 December 2020 to Karen Wheeler, and for the interest in GDF 
discussions shown by you and the Copeland Local Committee of Cumbria County Council. 
Karen has asked me to respond as I was keen to take the opportunity to introduce myself as 
the recently appointed Director of Community Engagement and Siting for RWM.   
Thank you also for taking the time to explain some of the internal workings of the Council in 
relation to the different local committees in Cumbria.  This is very helpful for me in 
understanding the internal structures and decision-making mechanisms that the Council, 
always a key stakeholder, must work through. 
I should be clear from the outset that appointments to the Copeland Working Group are a 
decision for the group itself to make, now that it has begun to operate with its own independent 
chair, Mark Cullinan.  I can confirm, however, that RWM has already sent a formal invitation 
to Cumbria County Council to join, as part of the earlier work to establish the Working Group.  
This was sent, on behalf of the Working Group, to the Leader of the Council and we have 
since exchanged further correspondence to provide more information about the other 
Copeland Working Group members and scope of the work of the group.  We have not received 
an acceptance of that invitation and it will clearly be for the Council to decide on its 
membership and any representation on the Group.  This is perhaps something that will require 
further discussion within the Council structures as you have set them out.   
In the meantime, we recognise the importance of this issue to the members of the Copeland 
Local Committee and would like to offer to engage directly with the committee if you would 
find that helpful.  RWM staff have engaged directly with other Council groups to provide 
briefings and explore any questions that Councillors wished to raise, and we would be very 
happy to do the same with the Copeland Local Committee.  I believe you already know Steve 
Reece and Bruce Cairns, both of whom work within my directorate and would be very happy 
to arrange to meet with the committee and take this forward in whatever way is most helpful 
for you in these times of ongoing restrictions on physical meetings. 
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If you agree, I can also flag your interest to the independent Chair and other members of the 
working group as they may also wish to engage directly with the committee, pending any 
official response from the County Council regarding membership. 
Finally, it is worth noting that the role of any Working Group within the GDF siting process is 
to begin to engage with the local community; to propose an area that could be considered 
further by a Community Partnership and put in place the initial membership for that Partnership 
to get started.  This could be limited to a few months of initial activity.  It is the Community 
Partnership that will take the work forward, including allocating Community Investment 
Funding and developing a longer-term Community Vision that could support future significant 
additional investment.  Potential membership of a future Community Partnership may also be 
of interest to your committee, and the County Council, and this does not require membership 
of the current working group. 
I hope this letter provides recognition of your committee members’ interest in the GDF 
programme and that we can establish further direct engagement to begin to address this 
interest.  RWM are fully committed to working in the most constructive way we can with all 
tiers of Local Government and I look forward to having the opportunity to meet you in due 
course. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Simon Hughes 
Community Engagement & Siting Director, RWM  
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